A Churristitan’s Influence

In The World

Introduction; We all have many influences that make us who we are.
A. Theseinfluences begin very early.

1.
2.

3.

It begins with our parents and family. They help shape what we believe and the character we have.

Aswe get older it is our teachers and friends. They aso help shape what we believe and what we think is
right and wrong.

The church should dso plays apart in this. Our faith in a God and belief in the Bible as Hisword hepsto
shape our character and who we become. Unfortunately many do not have the blessng of being brought up
going to the church.

Parents help shape a child's attitude toward God and the Bible. Do they redly seeit isimportant in the
family? Do they take ther children to Bible study and the worship periods? Do they make sure their chil-
dren do ther Bible lessons?

B. Aswe get older our view of life and right and wrong is affected by many other people and things.

1.

It may be the people we work for and work with. It may be paliticians or newspapers or magazines or po-
liticad writers. Aswe get into college and out of our home we are influenced by many things as we study
political and socid issues. The news mediais often very biased. We need to beware of this.

Yet dl of our influence goes back to our parents. As we get older most of us resemble our parentsin many
ways.

Prov 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart
from it.

Influence is not usudly aone time event or even an event that happens a couple of time. Influence usudly
happens over along period of time. The following sory istold to illudrate this.

One of the strange sights on the Dutch Windward Islands in the Caribbean is the Divi-Divi tree. Be-
cause the winds blow almost constantly from the east, all of the branches grow on one side of the
tree. You can look at a Divi-Divi tree and always know which is east and which iswest. The wind
didn't accomplish that in a day or a week. We do not always influence others suddenly. Sometimes it
takes years. —Pulpit Helps.

C. Not only are we influenced by others, but we a so have an influence on others. Christians espe-
cially must realizethis.

1.

2.

3.

o1

We may think we have no influence but we do. It may not be much but we do have a certain influence on
those around us for good or bad.

Theworld around us is either better off or worse off because we are around. We need to think about this.
Someone has said, “ If we are not part of the solution, we are part of the problem.” Which are we?
Chrigtians especialy need redize that they have an influence on the world around them. It can be for good.
We can influence people around us to behave better. For example, many will weatch their language just be-
cause they know we are a Christian. Sometimes we can even influence some to obey the Gospel.

We can aso influence the world to be wor se. When we stand for the truth and say thereis only one true
God and one right way to live, we may influence people to even worse behavior. They may mock, ridicule
and perhaps even persecute us. Consider Paul’ swords to Timothy.

2 Tim 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

We can aso have a harmful influence on the world. We can *hide our light under the basket.” No one
redly knows we are a Christian and what we stand for. Keeping silence signifies approvad. Our influence
then goes with the ways of the world. We see then that we do have an influence. It can last along time.
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7.

In 1969, Neil Armstrong walked on the moon. His footprints are still there. They will be therea
thousand years fromnow! It is possible that our influence will last as long! —Bible Illugtrator.

D. We want to consider how a Christian influences the world today.

1. We can divide the world into two kinds of people.
A. Letsbegin with aquick study of Matthew 5:1-12.

1.

2.

10.

11.

These are cdled Jesus “ Beatitudes.” These are attitudes, characteristics and behavior of the true children
of God. Blessed means happy and satified.

Matthew 5:3; It isthe humble who have true * poverty of spirit’ and do not trust in themselves. They are
therefore fully dependent on God and are the ones that will inherit the kingdom of heaven.

Matt 5:3 Blessed arethe poor in spirit, For theirsisthe kingdom of heaven.

Vs 4; Thosewho aretruly sorry for their sns and seek to change will find comfort in the blood of Jesus
Christ. They will find forgiveness and grace.

Matt 5:4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.

Vs5; The meek are then ones who yield their strength in submisson to God. They will inherit the earth.
They will be truly blessed by God for their obedience.

Matt 5.5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.

Vs 6; Thosewho are hungry for truth and righteousnessfill find it in God' s word. They will be filled with a
knowledge of what God expects of them.

Matt 5:6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall befilled.
Vs 7; Thosewho show mercy to otherswill find mercy from God. They do not ask God for what they are
not willing to give to others.

Matt 5:7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy.

Vs 8; Thosewho are purein heart will see God. They are the kind of citizens He is seeking to be a part of
the kingdom of heaven.

Matt 5:8 Blessed arethe purein heart, For they shall see God.

Vs9; Those who make peace with God and menare ‘ sons of God.” Jehovah gave His own Son to make
peace with man. We should make sacrifices to make peace with God and men aswdll. This peace is not
world peace but spiritual peace —see Eph 2.

Matt 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God.

Vs 10; Jesuswas persecuted for us. If we accept persecutions for Him, we will receive the kingdom of
heaven for our sacrifices. We must consider ourselves blessed to be persecuted for truth.

Matt 5:10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, For theirsisthe
kingdom of heaven.

Vs11-12; Taking astand for righteousness often times brings persecutions and ridicule and rgjection. We
must accept it if we want to be a part of the followers of God.

Matt 5:11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil
against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great isyour reward in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Many would not cal these people blessed. But the scriptures do. They are not like the world. They are
influenced by God and truth and not the world and Satan.

B. Thefirst kind of peopleinthe world are the blessed ones. These are Christians.

1.
2.

3.

Blessed means happy or satisfied. These people are influenced by God and the Bible. They know who
they are and what they have to look forward to. They are happy and satisfied with this.

They are not like the world. They are not proud, boastful and sdlf-seeking. They know they are servants of
God and are completely dependent on Him —jpoor in spirit, mourners, meek, hungry, etc.

Phil 4:6-7 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7and the peace of God, which sur-
passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
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4.

5.

We can only have this peace when we know we are pleasing to God. We know in our hearts that we have
1) His hdp in this life and 2) a hope of something better when thislifeis over.

Thistype of character makes us different from the world. It amay cause us to be mocked, ridiculed and
even persecuted. Y et we are still blessed and we know it.

C. The second kind of peopleisunbelievers. They are not blessed.

1.

2.

This doesn’'t mean they have no happinessin their lives. They do. Y et their happiness is temporary and
based on what they have now and not what they will have fter thislife is over.

These people are not poor in their spirit but proud and boastful. They do not mourn over their sSns
but boast in them. They are not meek and submissive but self-willed and selfish. They do not hunger
and thirst to berighteous but to have the things of thisworld.

These people do not often show mercy. They try to take advantage of others. They do not Strive to be
pure in heart or life. They enjoy thair ans and impurity. They do not sacrifice to make peace. They fuss,
fight and argue. And they certainly would not rgjoice in being persecuted. They strive to be liked and popu-
lar.

The world persecutes those who are different. It opposes those who take a stand and say it iswrong. It
lovesits own and hates those who live righteous and holy lives—John 15:19.

1 Pet 4:15-16 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody
in other people's matters. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed,
but let him glorify God in this matter.

D. Thetwo groupsin theworld are very different and they have ahard time co-existing.

2. Believers influences unbelievers by who and what they are.
A. Our influencein the world is based on who and what we ar e and not by what we have.

1.

In Matthew 5:13 to 16 Jesustdlls us about out influence in the world. It should be clear and powerful.

Matthew 5:13-16 “You arethe salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be
seasoned? |t isthen good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14
"You arethelight of theworld. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light
alamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who arein the
house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.”

Matthew 5:13; We are sdt. Sdt makesthings taste better and it isapreser vative. We should make
the world a better place. We dso preserveit by our influence. In Genesis 18:32 & 33 Sodom was de-
stroyed because there were not ten righteous souls in it. Are there enough Christians to save the United
States and for how long?

Notice that we must be the st of the earth. If we aren’t then we are worthless and will be cast out. We
must be a good influence in the world. We see that a Christians can lose his sdvation.

Vs 14; Wearethelight of the world and acity set on ahill. A city on ahill can be seen along ways off.
Thelights of the city can be seen &far off. The travder can find the city, even at night. Christians should
stand out like this. People should see our righteousness like the city on ahill.

Vs 15; Wearethelamp tha is st up high enough to give light to dl the house. All men should see our
light. Light in scripture is truth, knowledge and righteousness. We show the truth of God to the world by
our lives, character, attitudes and behavior.

Vs 16; Wemug let our lights shine before men. Thisis not for our glory but for God's. Our good works
must be seen by men but for the right reasons. We cannot hide our light under the basket but we must not
seek glory for oursaves. Many did in Jesus day —and il doin ours

Matt 6:1 "Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by
them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven.”
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w

8.

Notice that we are the light and the sdlt. Light and salt are not things we have to give. They are what we
are. We are the light that shines before men. We are the sdlt that makes the world better. We are not st
shakers nor light fixtures. We are the light and the sdt. We are what influences the world to be better.

Being blessed means we have God' s nature in us. We are not like the world.

1

2 Pet 1:3-4 ...as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godli-
ness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4by which have
been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through
lust.

We partake of the divine nature. We become like God. In order to do this we must escape the lust and
corruption of thisworld. We must be different. Paul spoke of how different the Corinthians became.

1 Cor 6:9-11 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor
sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will
inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you
were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of
our God.

Because we are different we are not specia to the world. We are speciad (blessed) to God. We are puri-
fied by Him for good deeds. It isthis difference that the world should seein us. Thisis the influence we
have in the world and on it.

Titus 2:14 He gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and pu-
rify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

Being blessed by God does not mean we have al the things of the world.

1.

The light we shine before menis not the things we have. The world is not influenced by us because we have
s0 much of thisworld sthings. The world says, “ Whoever dies with the most toyswins.” Thisisnot
true.

We are il blessed or satisfied with what God has promised us. The world seesthis. They see our happi-
ness and satisfaction even though we do not have the things the world thinks brings happiness.

Phil 4:11-13 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to
be content: 12 1 know how to be abased, and | know how to abound. Everywhere and in all
things | have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.
131 can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Thisisasatisfaction based on what we look forward to after thislife is over and not on what we have now.
For some in thisworld this may influence them to think about their own lack of real happiness and blessed-
ness. It may cause them to think about their spiritua needs and obey the Gospel.

. We see that we influence the world by who we are, by our attitude, character and behavior.

. Finally, we must interact with the world in order to be salt and light to it.

Salt must be put on the food to preserve it or make it taste better.

1.

2.

God wants us in the midst of the world as sdt and light. We are to let the world see us and our god works.
We are careful to do our good deedsin away to glorify God and not our own salves.

John 17:15-16 “I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You
should keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the
world.”

1 Cor 5:9-10 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral peo-
ple. 10 Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with
the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the
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world.

We can only influence the world by interacting with it. If we do not interact, then it will not see our good
works and know we are servants of the most high God. In the early centuries of the church many Ieft the
cities and went into the deserts and mountains to live done. This did not redly help them and so Monaster-
ies and Nunneries were formed to get out of the world. This was wrong.

Paul understood this principle as well or better then anyone. He was imprisoned in Rome with the threat of
desth over him. He longed for deeth and to be with Chrigt. Y et he recognized the need to remain in the
world and be fruitful.

Phil 1:21-24 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh,
this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what | shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard
pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.
24 Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you.

B. Jesusisthelight of the world. We should be too. We should reflect Hislight.

1

2.

John 8:12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who fol-
lows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life."

Jesus came to show usthe right way to walk and live. Many do not follow the light but get ot in the dark-
ness. Many in the world are logt in sin and know of no way out. We musgt find them and let out light shine
before them. Corinth was in great darkness and Paul was told to keep preaching to them —Acts 18:9, 10.
Light istruth, knowledge and righteousness. Darkness is ignorance, error and wickedness. Theworld isin
darkness. We mugt walk as children of light —Eph 5:8.

John 3:20-21 "For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest
his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds
may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God."

When men see our good works they may appreciate the light and copy our good works and glorify God.
They may even become Chrigtians. Or they may hate the light and condemn us. As Christians we have died
with Chrigt to the world. Helivesin us. When they see us, they should see Jesus Chrigt.

Gal 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in
me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave Himself for me.”

Think of this. Christ livesin us! When the world sees us they should see the character and behavior of
Jesus Chrigt. Think of this and think of our character and behavior. Arewe light and salt.? s Christ redlly
living in us?

C. We seethenthat we must be in the world so it can see we are the light and salt of God.

Conclusion; There are many influences in this world.
A. Children of God must be an influence for good.

1.

2.

3.

We must beware of being influenced by the world. We must not follow the world. We must not dlow the
sn and wickedness of thisworld to affect us.

We mugt live above the world. We must be the sdlt and light and |et the world see us and our good deeds
in Chrigt. We mugt gtrive to influence the world.

Some will be better because of us. Some will even become Chrigtians. Many though will oppose us and
ridicule the truth.

B. If wewant to be a part of the Light, we must become afollower of Jesus Christ.

1.

2.

We must believe in Jesus Chrigt as the Son of God who died for us. We then repent of our sinsand turn to
the light. We turn from sin to Chrigt.

We are then baptized into Chrigt to become a child of God. Our sins are washed away by being immersed
inwater. Thisisan act of faith. God said to do it and we obey Him.
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3.

Mark 16:15-16 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will
be condemned.”

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.”

Rom 6:3-7 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death,
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His
death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that
our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that
we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin.

See adso Matt 28:18-20, Luke 24:44-48, John 3:3-6, Act 8:35-39, 17:30-31, 18:8, 22:16, Titus 3:4-7, 1
Pet 3:21, etc.

Baptism isnot awork that saves us. It isan act of faith. We submit to someone baptizing us because we
believe the words of Jesus Christ. The water does not save. Out faith and obedience does.

C. If the church can help anyone intheir service to God today, please let us know how we can help.



